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Training Center Opens for African Peacekeepers 


NC0306163995 Paris AFP in English 
1512 GMT 3 Jun 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Cairo, June 3 (AFP) — The 
Cairo Center for African Crisis Solving opened here 
on Saturday [3 June) with 28 military officers from 14 
African countries starting training in ways to help solve 
the continent’s chronic violence. 


"Armed strife represents the most important element in 
the instability that spreads disunity and blocks progress 
in Africa," Sa’id Rif’ at, head of the Africa bureau in the 
Egyptian foreign ministry, said in an opening address. 


The Cairo center, created in 1993 by the Organization 
for African Unity © 4U) Crisis Prevention Mechanism, 
aims to "qualify «- »-:alized African corps in predicting, 
managing and solving crises in Africa," Rif’ at said. 


Officers from Botswana, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Lesotho, Namibia, Mauritius, Nigeria, South 
Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe will 
begin a one-month training session in peacekeeping and 
crisis management. 


The center, the first of its kind in the Middle East 
and Africa, will also "prepare scientific studies of 
the African continent’s most important problems and 
present recommendations for treating them," the Egyp- 
tian diplomat said. 


Officials Hold Annual Conference on Ports 


AB0306201995 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 2 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated ext] The ninth conference held 
by managing directors of ports in West and Central 
Africa ended today in Nouahibou, the economic capital 
of Mauritania. The deliberations lasted six days and 
enabled the delegates to examine the establishment of 
true cooperation in market exchange and the maritime 
transport sector. Salem Mechbour Salem in Nouakchott 
has the report: 


[Begin Salem recording] The ninth conference of man- 
aging directors of ports in West and Central Africa 
ended with a series of recommendations aimed at mak- 
ing African ports more competitive in economic and 
commercial transactions in the face of global competi- 
tion. The delegates, who were from member states of 
the Association for the Management of Ports in West 
and Central Africa, highlighted the important role ports 
should play in African economic integration. In order 
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t> enhance the performance of African ports, the dele- 
gates suggested that the excessive cost of dredging be 
reduced, the fight against pollution be stepped up for 
better protection of the marine environment, and that 
fees charged at African ports of call be reduced. After 
examining problems facing African ports, the delegates 
recommended the installation of adequate and modern 
means of communication, as well as the reinforcement 
of port equipment in Benin, The Gambia, Sierra Leone, 
and Ghana. 


At the end of the Nouahibou conference, the Association 
for the Management of Ports in West and Central Africa 
welcomed a new member state, the Republic of Mali. 
[end recording] 


Industry Ministers To Meet on Development 


MB0406191495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1848 GMT 4 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Gaborone June 4 SAPA — 
Development in Africa needed private-sector manage- 
ment skills and flexibility because the process was too 
complex for governments to manage alone, Botswanan 
vice-president and Minister of Finance and Develop- 
ment Planning Festus Mogae said at the weekend. 


Speaking at a private-sector forum organised by the 12th 
Conference of African Ministers of Industry [CAMI] on 
Saturday [4 June], Mr Mogae said private-sector par- 
ticipation was essential to develop African economies. 
He welcomed steps toward deregulation. The demand 
for African products in Eastern Europe and economic 
growth in Asia would provide additional markets for 
many African countries, he said. "The major challenge 
is to put in place the conditions that will permit us to 
participate fully in the world economic growth that we 
can reasonably expect over the coming years." 


United Nations Industrial Development Organisation 
managing director Ms Olubanke King-Akerele said the 
forum was the first at which African finance ministers 
had considered the views of business executives in 
their discussions. "I urge the businessmen to organise 
themselves effectively to lead the industrialisation of 
Africa." 


Secretary-general of the African Business Round Ta- 
ble (a CAMI subsidiary), Mr Esom Alintah, said if the 
movement failed the continent was doomed economi- 
cally. CAMI12, as the 12th CAMI conference is known, 
is to be held from June 6 to 8. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Burundi 


Hutu-Tutsi Fighting Continues in Bujumbura 


AB0506091095 Paris AFP in English 
0713 GMT 5 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, June 5 (AFP) — 
Automatic gunfire came overnight from two northern 
districts of Burundi’s capital where Hutu militants say 
they are resisting "ethnic cleansing" by the mainly Tutsi 
army. 


Clashes between the army and Hutu militias officially 
described as "armed gangs" have been going on since 
last Wednesday [31 May] in the capital’s last Hutu 
strongholds of Kinama and Kamenge. 


Most of the civilian population has already fled Kinama 
and Kamenge to seek refuge in the countryside. They 
accuse the army of seeking to drive the last Hutus from 
the capital so as to replace them with Tutsis. 


The army has sealed off the two districts and three tanks 
were parked Monday morning across the road leading 
into Kamenge. 


Hutu snipers have so far managed to deter the troops 
from venturing into the area on foot. 


The army says the fighting erupted after Hutus loyal to 
the rebel former interior minister Leonard Nyangoma 
atiacked army positions in Kamenge and Kinama. 


Nyangoma went into exile after accusing Hutu politi- 
cians of selling out to the Tutsi military leadership 
which had virtually run the country until democratic 
elections in 1993 gave the Hutu majority its first taste 
of power. 


Kamenge Residents Flee to Rural Bujumbura 


EA0306191395 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 3 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Peace has not yet been restored 
in Kamenge District. Last night and this morning, 
gunfire was heard, but of lesser intensity than over the 
last three days. 


The fighting in Kamenge prompted many people to take 
refuge in the surrounding areas in rural Bujumbura. This 
prompted the rural Bujumbura Governor, Dr. Ntahobari, 
to request the government do everything possible for the 
people from Kamenge zone who took refuge in rural 
Bujumbura, to bring the fighting to an end and assist the 
refugees by providing them with tents, food, blankets 
and medicines, since a number of people have started 
to become ill. 
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Armed Groups Entering ‘Easily’ From Zaire 


EA0206192295 Bujumbura ABP in Frenci 
1402 GMT 2 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Bujumbura, 2 Jun (ABP) — 
The Kamenge zone in northern Byjumbura has now 
become a war zone where armed groups shoot at any 
moving thing, a zone which has also been deserted by 
local authorities and some of its residents, who managed 
to flee on 30 May before the confrontation between the 
Burundian Armed Forces and Hutu extremists, which 
has been going on for three days now, broke out. 
This was said today by the mayor of Bujumbura, Pie 
Ntiyankundiye. 


Relative calm was observed today after a night of heavy 
gunfire. Some people are still in the area. They are still 
in shock, and have remained hidden in their homes the 
whole day. [passage omitted] 


According to Sylvestre Mvutse, governor of Cibitoke 
Provin-e in the northwestern part of the country, his 
administrative entity, which has common borders with 
Zaire and Rwanda, has been entered easily by armed 
groups from refugee camps in Zaire where they are 
currently battling against security forces in Buganda and 
Murwi Communes. 


It is worth noting that a communique released to the 
media by the Interior and Public Security Ministry this 
morning expressed regret over the situation prevailing 
in Kamenge zone and in Cibitoke Province’s Buganda 
and Murwi Communes. Details of casualties have not 
yet been given by the civilian and military authorities. 
The ministry’s communique also called on the people 
to show solidarity with the security forces in tracking 
down the warmongers. [passage omitted] 


Speaker Urges ‘Necessary Measures’ 
EA0506104395 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 0430 GMT 5 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Following the increasing inse- 
curity in the country, the president of the National As- 
sembly, Mr. Leonce Ngendakumana, issued a statement 
yesterday, in which he reiterated his firm determination 
to enforce the rule of law, and to fight criminality in 
all its manifestations. He called on the government to 
tackle the problems and face up to their real nature. To 
those claiming to be the protectors of suffering people, 
the Honorable Ngendakumana said all they were doing 
was plunging the people into indescribable suffering. 


The Honorable Leonce Ngendakumana called on the 
government to stop procrastinating and take the neces- 
sary measures for putting an end 10 the crisis. Here is 
the president of the National Assembly: 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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[Begin Ngendakumana recording] The time has come 
for the government to mobilize all its energies and 
resources to combat, first and foremost, those who are 
arming and deceiving the youth. The government must 
fight determinedly armed groups in all their forms, 
regardless of their political, ethnic, or social affiliation. 


Faced with this procrastination, we have the right to 
ask ourselves whether the government lacks the means, 
or whether it is making poor use of the means at its 
disposal. Is the government in disagreement over those 
named as the enemies of the peace, or over the means 
to fight them? 


The warmongers include those who claim to be pro- 
tectors and liberators of the Tutsi tribe, while others 
claim to be protectors and liberators of the Hutu tribe. 
However, taking into account the physical and spiritual 
misery facing Burundians of both tribes, particularly the 
displaced, the dispersed, the refugees, and the repatri- 
ated people, the warmongers should be full of remorse 
before the Burundi people, as we are when we are in 
the confessional. [end recording] 


The president of the National Assembly called upon 
people of good faith to rebuild the country, before it is 
too late. 


Paper Says Coup Rumors Created ‘Panic’, ‘Unrest’ 


BR0206140195 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD 
in Dutch | Jun95 p4 


[Report by Rik De Gendt: "Unrest in Burundi After 
Coup Rumors"] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Brussels — An armed en- 
cour‘er between Tutsi soldiers and inhabitants of the 
Kamenge Hutu neighborhood led to increasing tension 
in the Burundian capital Bujumbura yesterday. Since 
the weekend rumors of a coup have been circulating. 
In the meantime a new trial of strength is threaten- 
ing with President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya. Extremist 
Tutsi students have announced a general “dead city" ac- 
tion for Friday [2 June], DE STANDAARD learned in 
Bujumbura. [passage omitted] 


Documents 


In the meantime copies of two kinds of documents are 
circulating everywhere in the capital. One gives the 
report of a meeting with former dictator Jean-Baptiste 
Bagaza, who is said to be preparing a coup or spreading 
instructions to make the university campus “Hutu free." 
The other issues guidelines from the present regime to 
avoid the impending coup. There is much doubt about 
the authenticity of the documents, but they are sowing 
much panic and inciting people to violence. [passage 
omitted] 
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OAU Delegation Ends Visit, Salim Comments 


EA0206223395 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in English 1745 GMT 2 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The secretary general of 
the Organization of African Unity [OAU], Dr. Salim 
Ahmed Salim, and the ministerial delegation he was 
heading, have concluded their four-day visit to Bu- 
rundi. Dr. Salim and the delegation had extensive talks 
with different officials and the political leaders on the 
situation in Burundi. Before leaving, Dr. Salim held a 
press conference at the airport of Bujumbura where our 
reporter sought to know what his final analysis of the 
Situation is, whether he has failed or succeeded: 


[Begin Salim recording] Failure and success in Burundi 
are very different, very difficult concepts to define but 
let me say this: We are, we are very satisfied with 
the serious discussions we’ve held with the leaders. 
[sentence as heard] We had extensive discussions with 
the political leaders. [Words indistinct] discussions 
with the Army and the Ministry of Defense, with 
the president, the prime minister, the president of the 
National Assembly, and again today we had another 
meeting with the political leaders. I think we can say 
we have a clearer idea of the situation, and we leave 
with mixed feelings. 


On the one hand, we are, we continue to be encouraged 
by the determination displayed by both the president and 
the prime minister, and with the other (?forces) we met 
on going ahead with the national, with the convention 
of government. On the other hand, we are concerned at 
the repeated crises that keep coming in the country. 


Our message to the leaders, especially the political 
leaders of Burundi, has been really it is about time 
they get their act together, and as firmly and resolutely 
defend what they believe in. They have a convention 
of government, they must support that convention of 
government. They say they are against violence, they 
must do everything to stop that violence. They say they 
are for stability, they must pursue the pace of stability 
and reconciliation. [end recording] 


On the impression that when he arrived, the OAU 
secretary general seemed not to be concerned by the 
destabilizing activities of Mr. Leonard Nyangoma, who 
declared war against Burundi, Mr. Salim said it seems 
he has not been properly understood, still underlining 
that those who also want to destabilize the country from 
within do as much damage as those who also want to 
destabilize the country from without. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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WHO: Ebola Death Toll at 173; ‘Acute Phase’ Over 


AB0206220895 Paris AFP in English 
2136 GMT 2 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kinshasa, 2 Jun (AFP) — The 
death toll from the Ebola virus stands at 173 out of 
a total of 220 confirmed or suspected cases, official 
medical sources said here Friday [2 June]. The toll 
represents an increase of nine deaths and nine new 
cases on figures issued Thursday by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO). 


The Zairian Health Minister, Mbumb Musong, will hold 
a press conference Saturday on the epidemic, which first 
surfaced in the town of Kikwit, 530 kilometres (330 
miles) east of the Zairian capital Kinshasa. The WHO 
Thursday confirmed that the acute phase of the epidemic 
was over, but experts were expecting more cases among 
those in whom the disease is currently in incubation. 


FBIS-AFR-95-107 
5 June 1995 


Health Minister Tributes Aid Groups 


AB0406175995 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1215 GMT 4 Jun 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] In Zaire, the Ebola fever epi- 
demic seems to have been brought under control in Kik- 
wit, 530 km east of Kinshasa. Health Minister Mbumb 
Musong disclosed this yesterday. He paid tribute to ef- 
forts by the international community to help contain the 
disease. The minister stressed that a country’s policy 
should not depend solely on international cooperation. 
Every country should carry out its own domestic pro- 
grams in addition to external assistance. He deplored 
the meager funds earmarked by the state for the health 
sector, which represent less than | percent of the 1995 
budget. To date, 173 people have died of the Ebola fever 
epidemic out of the 220 confirmed or recorded cases in 
Kikwit and its environs. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Ethiopia 


631 Refugees Reportedly Return From Sudan 


EA0306174595 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia 
International Service in English 1630 GMT 2 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The Ethiopia Relief Orgari- 
ization, ERO, has said that the 631 refugees who sought 
to take advantage of the prevalence of peace and sta- 
bility in the country have returned home from the Su- 
dan and left for their home towns after a three-day rest 
in Gonder. Mr. Tsegaye Belew, head of the organiza- 
tion’s returnee coordination section, said that 476 fam- 
ily heads were transported to Regions One [Tigray] and 
Four [Oromia] by the Relief Society of Tigray and the 
Oromo Self-Help Association. [passage omitted] 


Kenya 


SSIM Announces Extension of Sudanese Cease-Fire 


FA0206130295 Nairobi KTN Television Network 
. English 1800 GMT I Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The South Sudan Indepen- 
dence Movement [SSIM] has announced the extension 
of the cease-fire in the Sudan by two months. The chair- 
man and commander-in-chief of the armed wing of the 
movement, Dr. Riak Machar, ordered his forces to ob- 
serve the cease-fire, beginning last night until 31st July 
this year. Dr. Machar said the extension of the cease- 
fire deadline is in response to the request made by for- 
mer U.S. President Jimmy Carter during a recent visit 
to the Sudan. Dr. Machar called on Carter to appeal 
to National Islamic Front [NIF] regime to honor the 
current cease-fire and lift the ban on relief flights into 
south Sudan, as well as abandon restrictions imposed 
on some humanitarian organizations that provided re- 
lief assistance to the needy in the south. 


SSIM chairman urged IGADD [Intergovernmental Au- 
thority on Drought and Development] to put pressure 
on the ruling NIF to return to the negotiating table of 
IGADD-mediated peace talks that stalled. Dr. Machar, 
however, says that his army will remain on alert in case 
of cease-fire violations. 


Somalia 


Somaliland President Meets UN Officials 


EA0406141595 Hargeysa Radio Hargeysa Voice of 
the Republic of Somaliland in Somali 
1200 GMT 23 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A UN delegation led by the 
UNICEF director for Somaliland and Somalia, accom- 
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panied by (C.N.O Marshall), the coordinator of the 
World Food Program, and Mr. (Willy Long) from 
UNDP, who is responsible for peace issues in Soma- 
liland and Somalia, visited Somaliland today. The aim 
of the visit is to strengthen and promote UN operations 
in Somaliland. 


The delegates today met Mr. Mohamed Haji Ibrahim 
Egal, the president of the Republic of Somaliland, at the 
presidency in Hargeysa. The head of the delegation told 
Mr. Egal that they were prepared to coordinate with the 
Somaliland administration and that the agencies would 
certainly cooperate with the Somaliland administration. 


The president thanked Mr. (Long), the peace representa- 
tive, whom he assured of the government’s readiness to 
support the agencies in whatever did not run counter to 
the Republic of Somaliland’s sovereignty. The president 
said: We know our needs best and no trespassing will be 
accepted from anyone. The delegates received answers 
to all their questions on ways of strengthening cooper- 
ation. The two sides agreed to work together through 
mutual consultations. It was agreed shat the government 
and the agencies would meet regularly once a month. 


Mr. Abdirahman aw Ali Farah, the vice president of 
the Republic of Somaliland, and the internal affairs, 
planning and foreign ministers also spoke during the 
meeting. 


Somaliland Senate Discusses Security 


EA0406125495 Hargeysa Radio Hargeysa Voice of 
the Republic of Somaliland in Somali 
1200 GMT 23 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Somaliland Senate will send 
delegations to the regions of Somaliland. The Senate 
unanimously decided this during their sitting at the 
conference room, during which it discussed security and 
community services. The Senate is currently prioritizing 
the maintenance of peace and ways of obtaining full 
participation in the establishment of regional and district 
administrations and rendering these successful. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Report: Arms Supplied to Rwanda, Croatia, Angola 


MB0306140095 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 2-8 Jun95 p9 


[Article by Stefaans Brummer] 
[FBIS Transcribed Text] 


Rwanda 


Ters Ehlers, PW Botha’s former private secretary and 
the man implicated this week by the Human Rights 
Watch in the rearming of Rwanda’s defeated Hutu-led 
forces, is no stranger to arms deals and international 
intrigue. 

More intriguing, though, is the US-based human rights 
group’s charge that South African arms consignments to 
the Hutu forces continued in February and March this 
year. 


Human Rights Watch said in a report that France, Zaire, 
South Africa and China had all helped rearm Rwanda’s 
Hutu forces, who took refuge in Zaire after their defeat 
last year by the Rwanda Patriotic Front 


The Hutu army and militias are being held responsible 
for as many as a million deaths during the genocide 
in Rwanda. Ehlers is named in the report as having 
played a role in two flights of arms last June from the 
Seychelles to Goma, a Zairean town on the Rwanda 
border and the site of some large Hutu refugee camps. 


The report says that Colonel Theoneste Bagasora, a se- 
nior Hutu military leader now sought internationally for 
his alleged role in the downing of the presidential plane 
that sparked the genocide, met South African officials 
in May and June last year to arrange armaments. 


The officials said they could not help directly — 
South Africa officially stopped supplying Rwanda a year 
previously — but "offered to help arrange shipments by 
other parties”. 


Bagasora and a Zairean government representative 
then met Ehlers, after which Air Zaire transported the 


weapons. 


Ehlers, a navy commodore tipped to be Chief of the 
Navy before then Defence Minister Magnus Malan 
seconded him to Botha, is known to have remained in 
the international armaments market, and to have close 
ties with several African presidents. 


Also closely connected to controversial Italian business- 
man Mario Chiavelli, Ehlers in 1990 became managing 
director of the South African branch of the Seychelles- 
based conglomerate GMR, widely held to have played 
a sanctions-busting role. 


FBIS-AFR-95-107 
5 June 1995 


The South African branch was established in the 1980s 
by South African “superspy" Craig Williamson. 


Ehlers refused to comment this week, but it is under- 
stood he does not deny involvement in last June’s flights 
to Zaire. The contention is that he was not aware the 
weapons would have gone to the Hutu forces: he had 
facilitated a contract strictly between the governments 
of the Seychelles and Zaire. 


THE MAIL & GUARDIAN [M&G] has information 
that Ehlers had originally negotiated with a South 
African air charter company to fly the weapons, before 
the contract went to Air Zaire. 


More disturbing, perhaps, is the cryptic assertion by 
Human Rights Watch that "several plane loads of arms" 
were flown directly from South Africa to Zaire in 
February and March this year. 


The report says no more, but it is understood detailed 
information exists on how a Zaire-based air charter 
company with close South African links filed false flight 
plans from Zaire to Swaziland, only to divert to Pretoria. 


Although Armscor [Armaments Corporation of South 
Africa] this week denied involvement, it said: “It may 
well be that South African-manufacture arms found their 
way clandestinely to Rwandan.” Armscor said the last 
officially-sanctioned South African arms shipments to 
the Hutu forces, then still in power in Rwanda had been 
in February 1993. 


Meanwhile it has emerged that Francois consul of the 
former Rwandan regime in South Africa and procurer of 
arms for the Hutu forces, was granted political asylum 
by the Department of Home Affairs in November last 
year “as he will be persecuted” in Rwanda. 


A representative of the new Rwandan government, 
which has good relations with South Africa, this week 
charged that Bararwerekana was “connected with the 
genocide”. 


Croatia 


Compelling evidence suggests two 1992 shiploads of 
Armscor weaponry ended up in Croatia in contravention 
of a United Nations arms embargo against the former 
Yugoslav states embroiled in civil war. 


Like the aborted Yemen arms shipment last September 
that led to the Cameron inquiry, elusive Middle-East 
arms dealer Eli Wazan had a hand in the 1992 transac- 
tions. And like the Yemen consignment the stated des- 
tination was Lebanon. 


The armaments, including mines, thousands of mortar 
rounds and tens of thousands of rounds of shotgun and 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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rifle ammunition, left South African ports aboard the 
Anke in February 1992 and the Sky Bird in June that 
year. 


Investigations by Danish newspaper MORGE- 
NAVISEN JYLLANDS-POSTEN last week — 
confirmed by Lloyd’s Maritime Information Services 
— discovered that neither ship had gone to Lebanon. 


The Anke sailed from Durban to the Croatian port of 
Rijeka, where it docked on March 13. Sky Bird left 
Cape Town on June 13 and docked in Marseilles on 
July 3 before arriving at the tiny Italian port of Marina 
di Carrara on July 8. 


The Sky Bird’s cargo would have been clandestinely 
diverted to Croatia from Marina di Carrara or en route 
to the Turkish port of Iskendrun, the ship’s next port 
of call. The UN tightened its arms embargo on Croatia 
in May 1992 — between the two shipmenis — which 
would have prevented the Sky Bird from delivering its 
cargo openly. 


Details of the shipments emerged in March this year 
when the Cameron Commission heard testimony in 
Switzerland from Danish- American shipper Michael 
Steenberg and Joseph der Hovsepian, a Lebanese arms 
dealer based in Germany. 


Der Hovsepian said Wazan had bought the consignment, 
which included both shipnients, from Armscor and "the 
arms were transported from South Africa to a country 
by Steenberg". Neither Der Hovsepian nor Steenberg 
would reveal the country. 


Exhibits handed to the commission include a copy of 
the Sky Bird bill of lading, which denotes the port of 
discharge as Beirut, and the port of loading as Singapore 
— previously used by Armscor as decoy. 


Armscor said: "Armscor at no stage until after the com- 
pletion of the transactions suspected...that the weapons 
were destined for Croatia. It does, however, appear from 
information that later came to the attention of Armscor 
that the weapons that were shipped to Lebanon could 
possibly have landed up in Croatia.” 


Angola 


A clandestine call at "UNITA’s [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angoia] port" by a vessel! that 
previously carried Armscor weapons adds to mounting 
evidence that South Africans have continued supplying 
Angola’s rebels in contravention of government and UN 


embargoes. 


The Sky Bird, also implicated in a June 1992 Armscor 
shipment that appears to have landed in Croatia, left 
Cape Town on October 13 1992, the same day Foreign 
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Affairs Minister Pik Botha met UNITA leader Jonas 
Savimbi on a last-ditch "rescue mission" as Angola 
slipped back into full-scale civil war. 


Heavy fighting had erupted in the capital, Luanda, two 
days before when UNITA rejected its defeat in UN- 
supervised elections. 


Investigations by the M&G and MORGENAVISEN 
JYLLANDS-POSTEN reveal that Department of Cus- 
toms and Excise documentation — which denotes the 
Sky Bird’s cargo as "nil" and the port of destination as 
Luanda — conflicts with its true mission. 


PortNet [national shipping company] documentation 
shows that the Sky Bird docked at Cape Town's 
container terminal where 33 containers were loaded. 
Lloyd’s Maritime Information Services records show 
that the vessel never called at Luanda; instead it docked 
at Matadi, a Zairean port on the borver with northern 
Angola. 


Experts on the Angolan situation this week pointed out 
that Matadi has been known to be used by UNITA. 
Zaire, an active supporter of UNITA, allowed free cross- 
border movement. 


Jorgen Pouosen, the Danish operator of the vessel, 
this week denied the vessel had ever been to Matadi, 
claiming Lloyd’s records would back him up. Pouosen is 
internationally known as an arms shipper, and was also 
the agent for the Arktis Pioneer, the vessel involved in 
last year’s aborted Armscor shipment to Yemen that led 
to the Cameron Commission of inquiry. He was fined 
by Denmark in the 1980s for shipping arms to South 
Africa. 


Armscor this week said it had “nothing to do" with the 
Sky Bird’s October 1992 voyage. 


Defense Official: Ministry Controls Arms Exports 


MBO0206140795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1335 GMT 02 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria June 2 SAPA — Sen- 
sitive South African arms exports are being controlled 
directly by the Ministry of Defence, Deputy Minister of 
Defence Ronnie Kasrils said in Pretoria on Friday. 


He told reporters at Armscor’s [Armaments Corporation 
of South Africa] headquarters the government was 
devising mechanisms to control weapons exports. “In 
the meantirne we have a hands-on approach. Anything 
that is sensitive or questionable is brought to our desks.” 
Mr Kasrils said he and Defence Minister Joe Modise 
judged such deals “case by case” and rot according to 
a standing list. 
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Armscor Chairman Johan Moolman earlier presented 
Mr Kasrils with the corporation’s annual report. 


Mr Modise could not attend due to illness. 


Defending the export of arms, Mr Kasrils said he could 
not see why South Africa should be “placed in the 
dock”. The weapons industry was a fact of life. 


The essential requirement was that it be controlled in 
a transparent and responsible manner. This was being 
ensured by the Defence Ministry’s hands-on approach 
while control mechanisms were being devised. No 
weapons had, for example, been sold to Turkey since 
may last year. 


"Since the new government was elected we have been 
monitoring the situation very closely. We have not 
found any deviousness or abuses." 


Mr Kasrils added that he and Mr Modise were satisfied 
Armscor had not sold arms to Rwanda ir contravention 
of a United Nations embargo, as was claimed earlier 
this week. "We have not found any factual basis for 
such allegations.” 


On the possible purchase of four corvettes for the South 
African Navy, Mr Kasrils said it was speculation that the 
issue had been set aside. An official announcement on 
the matter had still to be made. “The minister and I have 
become convinced the Navy does require new vessels of 
this type, but it is for the government to decide whether 
they are necessary or not.” 


Mr Kasrils said he trusted that Armscor’s annual report 
would show that state’s arms procurer had taken note 
of affirmative action and equal opportunity policies in 
the public service. 


Mandela Admits To Giving ANC Shell House Order 


MB0206065895 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 2 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Nelson Mandela has 
admitted that he personally instructed ANC security 
personnel to protect the party’s headquarters if it was 
attacked by IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] protesters in 
March last year. Mr. Mandela said he had consulted 
Deputy President F.W. de Klerk; the then commissioner 
of police, General Johan van der Merwe; and Gauteng 
regional police commissioner, General Koos Calitz 
earlier that day about the violence that could be sparked 
by the pr‘test. 


He accused the NP [National Party] and the DP [Demo- 
cratic Party] of giving the impression that they did not 
care about the lives of black people by continuing to 
express concern about eight people killed in front of 
ANC headquar* rs to the exclusion of 45 other peo- 
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ple killed in the IFP protest. He also expressed concern 
about the handling ‘ the Shell House massacre inves- 
tigations and the w) in which confidential documents 
had been leaked to |)P leader Tony Leon. 


ANC: Not An Order ’To Kill’ 


MBO0206195895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1746 GMT 02 Jun 95 


[Report by Paisley Dodds] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg June 2 SAPA 
— An order to protect a building and ANC leadership 
was not the same as an order to kill, African National 
Congress Deputy Secretary General Chery! Carolus said 
on Friday. Ms Carolus addressed a press conference 
in Johannesburg. It came a day after President Nelson 
Mandela admitted to Senate that he gave an order to 
protect the Shell House Building and its tenanis, even 
if it meant “to kill people" on March 28 last year. 


At least 55 people were killed in the Johannesburg area 
that day when Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] supporters 
Staged a massive stay away and held protest marches 
in the city. Nine 'FP supporters were killed outside the 
ANC headquarters. 


"President Mandela was not there that day and I think 
it would be unfair to link him with the order to fire," 
she said, adding that she did not want to interpret Mr 
Mandela's “off the cuff" responses to Sr rate questions. 


She declined to comment on who actually gave the order 
to shoot, citing a current court case over the matter. 


The killings on March 28 should not be dubbed as the 
"Shell House Massacre,” because it cheapened the 46 
lives lost in other areas of the city, Ms Carolus added. 
The label led people to believe [recording unclear] par- 
ties were partially to blame for the "misrepresentation,” 
she said. 


Ms Carolus submitted documents from the ANC’s 
lawyers indicating the attempts made to cooperate with 
police over the killings. She said that on March 28, 
Police fled the Shell House scene, fearing for their lives. 
They originally said that they would [recording unclear] 
autonomy in the KwaZulu/Natal province would be 
halted. 


IFP: ‘Stunned Disbelief’ at Mandela Admission 


MBO0206133095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1302 GMT 02 Jun 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban June 2 SAPA — The 
Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] on Friday [2 Jun} ex- 
pressed “stunned disbelief" at President Nelson Man- 
dela’s admission that he instructed African National 
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Congress security guards to kill, if necessary, to pro- 
tect the ANC’s Shell House headquarters in Johannes- 
burg during a March by Zulu nationalists on March 
28 last year. "I think it not only diminishes the stature 
of President Mandela himself but also raises questions 
over the image South Africa projects overseas,” an IFP 
spokesman said at a Durban press conference on Friday. 


"I thiak it is a case of stunned disbelief that the president 
of the country has admitted more than a year after the 
incident took place that he personally instructed ANC 
security guards to, if necessary, kill Zulu marchers,” Mr 
Tillett said. 


He questioned Mr Mande’ © ecision to use “political 
security guards” to per'orm *~  olicing function. Mr 
Tillett said that if Mi “Jandel: felt Shell House to be 
threatened during the m=». * curity forces should have 
been deployed to guard ii. 


Eight Zulus were shot outside Shell House during a 
march in support of King Goodwill Zwelithini. At least 
50 people died violently the same day in and around 
Johannesburg. 


Referring to rising tensions between the IFP and ANC in 
KwaZulu/Natal, Mr Tilleti said tensions were “tangible” 
but his party hoped for reconciliation. Bilateral talks 
between the two parties were continuing. 


— In a statement on Friday, the IF? announced it would 
seek a court injunction against the South African Na- 
tional Defence Force [SANDF] to restrain its members 
"from interfering with IFP members and communities” 
on the south coast. 


He said the party was obtaining affidavits to substantiate 
claims that IFP members at Izingolweni and KwaXolo 
were being intimidated, harassed and threatened by 
soldiers. 


The claims were rejected by Brig Chris le Roux of Natal 
Command earlier this week. He said a board of inquiry 
would investigate the claims. 


The IFP also called for the immediate withdrawal of 
troops and their replacement with police and members 
of the Internal Stability Division. Mr Tillett said the 
area had been relatively stable before the depioyment 
of troops, among whom was "a rogue element”. 


"We are in a position to call on a number of witnesses 
and victims of alleged SANDF assault, harassment and 
death threats to testify. The party is also in z position to 
obtain a number of affidavits to substantiate the party's 
claims,” the statement said. 
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IFP’s Mtuseni: 1,000 To Be Killed Daily 


MB0406131295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1200 GMT 4 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg June 4 SAPA — 
The Inkatha Freedom Party's [IFP] self-protection units 
[SPU’s] would kill 1,000 people a day starting on Friday 
[9 June] if President Nelson Mandela wasn’t put in jail, 
Mr Richard Mtuseni, commander of the IFP’s Gauteng 
group saic on Sunday. 


The announcement was prompted by Mr Mandela's 
recollection of last year’s March 28 killings. In a Senate 
address on Thursday [1 June], Mr Mandela said he 
ordered ANC guards to protect Shell House even it 
meant to “kill people”. At least 55 people were killed 
in the Johannesburg area that day. Nine IFP supporters 
were killed outside the ANC headquarters. 


"We have never killed, but this is now a time to 
show that we can also kill," Mr Mtuseni said at a 
Johannesburg press conference. He said the SPU's 
wanted the Friday arrest of Mr Mandela and ANC 
guards responsible for the nine killings. He also wanted 
the ANC government to be disbanded. If the arrest 
wasn"? done by Friday, at least 1,000 people involved 
in the nine killings would die, he said. 


According to Mr Mtuseni, IFP leader and Home Affairs 
Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi did not know of the 
war plan and was not involved with it. Mr Mtuseni 
said he didn't believe that 46 other people died that 
day, calling the finding "ANC propaganda”. There 
were approximately 10,000 self-protection units in the 
country, he said. 


Gauteng IFP Leader Denies Kill Order 


MB0406180895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1731 GMT 4 Jun 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg June 4 SAPA 
— Gauteng Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP} leader Themba 
Khoza 0. Sunday [4 Jun] denied the IFP had authorised 
its self-protection units to kili 1,000 people a day if 
President Nelson Mandela was not arrested by Friday. 
He was reacting to remarks at a press conference on 
Sunday morniig at Johannesburg's Budget House, the 
IFP’s Gauteng headquarters. 


Richard Mtuseni, claiming to be a commander of 
the IFP’s Gauteng self-protection unit, said the group 
would kill 1,000 people a day if Mr Mandela and 
people responsible for the killing of nine IFP supporters 
outside the Afncan National Congress's headquarters in 
Johannesburg on March 28 last year were not arrested 
by Friday and put in jail. Mr Mandela told the Senate 
on Thursday he had ordered the protection of the ANC 
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headquarters and its occupants during a Zulu march, 
even if it meant they had to kill. 


"The IFP does not control any army formation and, 
secondly, the IFP does not condone any form of 
violence," Mr Khoza told SAPA. "If those men (Mr 
Mtuseni and his companions) were IFP card-carrying 
members they will be disciplined within the party." Mr 
Khoza said the IFP building was open 24 hours a day to 
members. If the men were card-carrying members they 
would have been allowed entry. 


IFP Urges Investigation 


MB0206102795 Johannesburg SABC TV | Network 
in English 0500 GMT 2 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] President Nelson Mandela 
has admitted to giving his security guards the go ahead 
in March last year to kill people if his ANC headquar- 
ters came under threat from rival black demonstrators. 
President Mandela, who held no public office at the 
time, made the surprise revelation in Parliament yester- 
day. [passage omitted] 


In the meantime, the Inkatha Freedom Party has reacted 
sharply to the president’s comments and is demanding 
that his role in the killings be made the subject of a 
criminal investigation. The party says the president has 
to realize that he is not above the law. 


On Wednesday, some 100 survivors and relatives of 
the victims of the massacre filed a law suit against Mr. 
Mandela and the ANC for damages of 10 million rands. 


South African Press Review for 2 Jun 
MB0206130695 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
THE STAR 


Basic Services Collapsing — "Basic services must be 
maintained even if new local government structures are 
not yet in place," says a page 10 editorial in Johannes- 
burg THE STAR in English on 2 June. Hospitals are 
"struggling to cope, ambulance services are in a critical 
State and bus services are collapsing." "That govern- 
ment is in the process of change is no reason for a total 
breakdown — and no reason for the growing number of 
resignations." THE STAR believes existing staff should 
be “encouraged” to stay on, “at least until such time as 
new structures are in place and trained personnel are 
available to take over.” 


SOWETAN 


Reconciliation in Police Appointments — The new 
police appointments that Police Commissioner Fivaz is 
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bringing to the police command structure is "well timed" 
according to Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 2 
June in a page 10 editorial. "If anything, it shows that 
the new police regime is prepared to change the old 
system." "Blacks now placed above whites will not lord 
it over them. As in the highest national level, there will 
be reconciliation.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Compulsory Centralized Bargaining Not Desirable — 
The apparently unbridgeable gulf between the positions 
of business and labour on the draft Labour Relations 
Bill “can be spanned, even if COSATU [Congress of 
South African Trade Unions] feels constrained to flex a 
little muscle in the interim," says Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English on 2 June in a page 14 editorial. 
The more difficult dispute relates to labor’s demand that 
centralised bargaining be made compulsory. BUSINESS 
DAY hopes Labor Minister Tito Mboweni’s support for 
the idea of centralised bargaining will not translate into 
making it compulsory in law, as the unions want. "But 
the fact is that the parties are much further apart in prin- 
ciple than in practice." BUSINESS DAY believes that 
at least two-thirds of COSATU’s affiliate members are 
covered by wage agreements bargained centrally. The 
editorial concludes that centralized bargaining brings 
many benefits, "especially in terms of co-operative cor- 
porate governance. But the law cannot force parties to 
co-operate. Making it compulsory is neither desirable 
nor practical." 


‘Inflexibility’ in ANC Leaders Emerges — Tim Cohen 
writes in an article on the same page that politics in 
South Africa has "simply been frozen,” partly because of 
the nature of the government of national unity, "which 
has kept all but the most serious disputes out of the 
public eye." A dilemma that has gone "completely 
unnoticed" is a Government Gazette published this week 
noting changes to parties’ candidate lists, "lifting some 
candidates much higher than they were placed in the 
partially democratic elections. The result is that some 
ANC members will become MPs with little reference 
to the electorate or even their own parties’ internal 
processes." The reshuffle demonstrates the "inordinate 
power of party bosses, and their willingness to use that 
power." Arguments about the payment of traditional 
leaders and provincial authority have also demonstrated 
"an uncharacteristic obtuseness and an inflexibility in 
ANC leaders, with no less a person than the president 
taking the lead. Perhaps this small litany of errors, 
confusions, complications and poor judgments will all 
be congenially resolved. Perhaps the fortunes of the 
ANC-led government will ebb and flow like those of 
governments in countries all over the world. But there 
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is no denying a new nervousness in the corridors of 
power." 


MAIL & GUARDIAN 


More Time Needed on Labor Relations Bill — Com- 
menting on the new Labor Relations Bill, Johannesburg 
MAIL & GUARDIAN in English for 2- 8 June in a 
page 4 editorial says: "Business is being tough-minded, 
showing little willingness to find the kinds of compro- 
mise that will allow for agreement; and labour is threat- 
ening mass action in response." However, the paper be- 
lieves an agreement will be reached since both these 
players are “hardened and realistic negotiators." How- 
ever, Labor Minister Mboweni’s 30 June deadline gives 
them too little time. "The success of the Bill depends on 
agreement, and that is not going to be reached within a 
few weeks." 


South African Press Review for 3 Jun 
MB0306165595 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
BEELD 


Housing Program Can Succeed — "The announcement 
by the minister for housing about a housing subsidy, 
and that the banking sector is to grant housing loans 
to households earning less than 3,900 rands per month, 
could finally get the government’s long-awaited housing 
program off the ground,” says an editorial on page 
10 of Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 31 May. 
"But the enormous need for accommodation will not be 
Satisfied overnight, and a dramatic change of attitude 
will be needed to prevent this praiseworthy housing 
plan from ending up on the rocks." "The banks, which 
are business undertakings and not welfare organizations, 
will be able to grant at least 50,000 loans in the next 12 
months, thanks to guarantees which will be provided by 
the government." But, warns BEELD, "50,000 housing 
loans are a mere drop in the ocean of South Africa’s 
housing need." "Of course, the taxpayer will have to pay 
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up" for the subsidies, but "that only means that finally 
subsidies are being made available to people who really 
need them." "If the plan succeeds, the country will gain 
a stronger corps of citizens, proud and grateful to be 
living here." 


Mandela, Buthelezi Must End Feud — "The unsavory 
feud between President Nelson Mandela and Mr. Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi has reached an intensity which the 
country can no longer afford," declares an editorial on 
page 8 of Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 1 June. 
"It is time that the two, in the country’s interests, get to- 
gether and lay their cards on the table about the issues 
which are irritating them. Despite their differences, a 
way must be found to prevent their actions from leading 
to further polarization between the ANC and the Inkatha 
Freedom Party," but "more important, after their heart- 
to-heart discussion, they must behave in such a manner 
that all will know that their relationship has taken a new 
direction, and that insulting and undermining statements 
about each other have permanently become part of the 
past." "We say to the two leaders: forget about the per- 
sonal dispute; sit down and talk things over, so that the 
important task of nation-building can go ahead unhin- 
dered.” 


SATURDAY STAR 


Settle Mandela-Buthelezi Rivalry — Johannesburg 
SATURDAY STAR in English on 3 June in its page 10 
editorial wonders why Mandela and Inkatha Freedom 
Party leader Buthelezi, "whose political dispute plainly 
runs deep and wide," bother trying to publicly gloss 
over their personal differences. "Clearly the relationship 
between Mandela and Buthelezi has deteriorated to a 
degree which cannot be obscured by occas onal bouts 
of kissing and making up." The editorial concludes: 
"Both parties would be doing the country a service by 
hunkering down and dealing with the differences — 
bringing them to some coherent conclusion — rather 
than continuing to refer to the essentially peripheral 
matter of their intertwined political histories." 
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Angola 
UNITA Concerned About FAA Convoy Moving to 
Huambo 


MB0206112295 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT I Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Despite all ongoing peace ef- 
forts, the Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] continue to vio- 
late the Lusaka Protocol. Earlier today, official National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA] 
sources told Lourenco Bento, the Voice of Resistance of 
the Black Cockerel correspondent in Huambo Province, 
that they are greatly concerned about an FAA convoy 
currently moving from Benguela to Huambo Province. 
The UNITA sources reported that the FAA column in- 
cludes armored cars, antiaircraft weapons, and land ar- 
tillery, adding that the column began its trip on 29 May. 


Those sources noted that the FAA convoy flagrantly 
violates the Lusaka peace accord, describing the FAA’s 
behavior as warmongering and provocative. 


It is worth noting that at the 25 May meeting in Bailundo 
between the UNITA leadership and government officials 
in the Joint Commission, including Generals Faustino 
Muteka and Higino Carneiro, the latter proposed to the 
UNITA leadership that a bridge should be built over 
Catumbela River to help restore the Benguela-Cubal- 
Huambo road link. UNITA studied that proposal within 
the framework of general cooperation, but this FAA 
move is rather unexpected. 


The UNITA sources concluded by saying that the UN 
Angola Verification Mission-3 must take the necessary 
measures to stop this warmongering move by the FAA 
forces. 


Swaziland 
‘Underground’ Group Says U.S. Promotes 
‘Anarchy’ 


MB0306161895 Mbabane WEEKEND OBSERVER 
in English 3-4 Jun 95 p2 


[Report by Pat Jele] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The United States Government 
has been accused of trying to promote anarchy in the 
Kingdom. 


The Liswapo [Likhweti Swaziland Progressive Organi- 
zation] Secretary General, an underground political or- 
ganisation, Mr Sipho Mthandeni Simelane, in a state- 
ment said this is evident by the fact that the United 
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States Department of State carried a false report about 
the people and the government of the country. 


He said US department of State does not even bother it- 
self to verify its reports with the Swaziland government 
and other independent sources before publication. 


He accused the US government of having no respect for 
other sovereign states like Swaziland. 


The letter of protest signed by Mr. Simelane has been 
copied to The American Embassy in Swaziland, based in 
Mbabane, Organisation of African Unity (OAU), United 
Nations (UN) and Chairman of the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC). 


He said the US interference in the affairs and gover- 
nance of Swaziland has gone too far. 


"This will be met with resistance,” he said. 


He said if they wanted to be sincere with their findings, 
one would have expec. :d them to verify the information 
with the said victims, victimiser, the government and 
independent sources. 


"In Swaziland, they complain about the rights of women 
being abused yet the US government has never had a 
woman President because their stand is" One man one 
vote" and they mean it." [quotation marks as published] 


He accused the US government of being involved in a 
campaign conducted in one of the African countries to 
destabilise the ongoing peace process in South Africa. 


"We are aware also that the US government is taking un- 
due advantage over Swazis who have weak personalities 
by offering cheap scholarships to the US where some 
are given unheard of titles for simply insulting us. We 
wish to remind the US government that from the very 
first contact we had with its people, they were hostile 
to our way of life and called us all sorts of names. The 
question now is how can the very hostile people make 
an impartial statement about primitive people." 


Mr. Simelane said it does not make sense at all to have 
the very same people who are hostile to the culture of 
the Swazis to interpret it. 


“We wish to state it clearly that any form of American 
imperialism shall be resisted at all costs even if it means 
walking on fire." 
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Nigeria 


NPFL’s Taylor Says Visit ‘Key’ To End Liberian 
War 


AB0406141295 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 6 Jun 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The leader of the National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia [NPFL], Mr. Charles Taylor, 
says the war in that country will be over with his visit 
to Nigeria. Mr. Taylor gave his assurance in Abuja in 
an interview with newsmen after a meeting with the 
head of state, General Sani Abacha. Tayo Kakuro has 
the report: 


[Begin recording] [Kakuro] Mr. Charles Taylor de- 
scribed his coming to Nigeria as the key to the solu- 
tion of the Liberian crisis. He explained that this was 
because leaders and representatives of other warring fac- 
tions had visited Nigeria and that only the NPFL had 
not been here. The NPFL leader explained that Nigeria 
could now understand the situatior better and that his 
visit has debunked the claim that he was the one stand- 
ing in the way of peace. He said all the lies and decep- 
tions being employed by the other groups to perpetuate 
an atmosphere of hostility, between his group and Nige- 
ria, are now (?kept to a lie). Mr. Taylor, therefore, urged 
the Federal Government to use what he called the big 
stick, which it held, to deal with any group now stand- 
ing in the way of peace. The NPFL leader then made a 
passionate appeal to the people of Nigeria to forgive and 
forget whatever mistakes his group might have made in 
the past. 


[Taylor] We would like to ask the people of this nation, 
we are not i.iking about the government, the people 
of this nation, to help bury the hatchet. If there is 
any [words indistinct], any problems tangling us up, 
the time has come for us to unite. Africa’s oldest 
independent nation, Africa’s largest and most powerful 
nation combining (?all the forces); I want to appeal to 
the people of this nation, let us forgive and forget. For 
our part, the NPFL, if we have done anything, if we have 
hurt the people of this nation directly or individually, as 
individuals let’s put it aside; let us forgive. If you have 
done anything to us, we forgive you; but the time is fast 
ending and we must go forward. 


[Kakuro] Mr. Charles Taylor, who said he would still 
hold another round of talks with the head of state, Gen. 
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Sani Abacha, is expected to leave for home on Monday 
[S June]. [end recording] 


Authorities Release 40 Opposition Politicians 


AB0306182995 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 3 Jun 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The authorities in Nige- 
ria have now freed the 40 Yoruba politicians picked 
up on Thursday [1 June] at the home of Chief Ajasin, 
the leader of the opposition National Democratic Coali- 
tion. From Lagos, our correspondent, Janet Anderson, 
reports: 


[Begin Anderson recording] The Yoruba politicians 
were told by a police commissioner that they had been 
holding an illegal meeting, a charge denied by the 
leader of the opposition National Democratic Coalition, 
Michael Ajasin, who said they had been holding a 
private meeting of a Yoruba political group at his 
home. The detainees have all been released, and there 
is no indication of whether the matter will be pursued 
through the courts. The arrests occurred in the same 
week as a bomb blast in the central State of Kwara, at 
a function attended by government officials. Opposition 
politicians in Kwara were arrested including a former 
State governor, who is closely connected to the National 
Democratic Coalition. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Official: Trial of Coup Plotters Begins 5 Jun 


AB0406202595 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 4 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Defense Headquarters an- 
nounced this evening that the trial of all those who have 
been identified to be involved in an attempted coup in 
March this year will begin tomorrow in Lagos. In a 
statement signed by the director of defense information, 
Brigadier General Fred Chijuka, Defense Headquarters 
said the tribunal will sit at the Lagos Garrison Com- 
mand on Victoria Island. The chief of defense staff, 
Major General Abdulsalam Abubakar, has already con- 
stituted the military tribunal for the trial. 


Journalists have been asked to report at the Defense 
Headquarters for clearance at 1000 with relevant docu- 
ments from the media they represent. 
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